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To Do List When a Loved One Passes Away

Delegated To What to Do Immediately

1) Have the death legally pronounced by the police or treating medical staff.

2) Arrange for organ donations and contact the nearest hospital if your loved one
passed away at home or in hospice. Hospital contact:

3) Arrange for crematorium or mortuary staff to transport the body. Contact info:
Pricing

4) Contact the deceased’s loved ones.

5) Contact the county coroner and notify them of the passing. Contact info:

6) Ensure that pets and other dependent individuals are taken care of. Contact info:

7) Appoint someone to care for the deceased's home and keep it locked up safely.
Contact info:

8) Notify the deceased’s employer and find out about any next steps. Contact info:
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What to Do Within a Few Days

9) Organize the funeral or memorial according to the deceased’s wishes. Find out
about burial benefits (military, religious, or other organizations). Contact info:
Pricing

10) Write an obituary. Contact info:
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11) Shut down or manage the deceased’s social media and email accounts. You
may choose to notify acquaintances via social media.

What to Do Within Two Weeks

12) Get several copies of the death certificate from the funeral home or Department
of Public Health.

13) Locate the will and take it to the county clerk office for probate. Contact the trust
attorney. Contact info:

14) Contact life insurance and file appropriate forms. Contact info:

15) Notify the deceased’s bank. Contact info:

16) Notify social security of the death. Contact info:

17) Notify utilities provider of the passing and stop services. Contact info:

18) Notify postal service of the passing and stop mail delivery. Contact info:
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19) Contact tax preparer to find out which returns must be filed. Contact info:
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